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“Let me say that when the final history of labor is written in this nation, and in this state, 

and in the union he loved – the United Steelworkers of America – that history will not be 

complete unless it reflects the many contribution of Oliver Montgomery, Sr.” 

 

 

irst, let me thank the Montgomery family for the opportunity to say a word or two on 

behalf of an old and dear friend. Thank you for “loaning” him to us to share his 

vision, his intellect, his wisdom, his courage and his commitment to the ongoing 

struggle for workers rights and human rights. Oliver Montgomery, by world standards, was 

an unusual man, a man of humble beginnings with a deep belief in family, in country, and 

in his union.   

 

It is also important to say that Oliver was a man of considerable courage. Like hundreds of 

thousands of other working men and women, he served his country,. He served with 

distinction and honor. And like many, his daily racial experiences contradicted his sense of 

right and wrong. It was his union, the United Steelworkers, though that gave him hope that 

one day  workers, in general and workers of color specifically, would have a level playing 

field, where service and sacrifice would be the key to a better life for them, their families, 

their communities, and our society.   

 

Oliver applied his tremendous intellect to seeking solutions to the big issues of his time. He 

joined with others who shared his concerns. He shared his ideas and opinions with 

prominent leaders like A. Phillip Randolph and Cleveland Robinson, C. L. Dellums and 

Dorothy Height, Mada Springer and Addie Wyatt, Fannie Neal and Ed. Nixon.  

 

Although a gentleman at all times, Oliver was a fierce advocate in the arena of ideas, 

usually ahead of his time. It was Oliver who hosted an early forum in Pittsburgh on 

national health care – or what we now call „Obamacare.‟ At that time, we called it 

„Hillarycare.‟   
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As every person who knew Oliver will tell you, he was a man of strong convictions. And 

what was so endearing to us about Oliver is that he had the courage to stand up for his 

convictions. He believed in the Humphrey-Hawkins Full Employment Act. He believed in 

the dignity of social security. He believed in a strong minimum wage and a living wage. 

He believed in workers compensation and unemployment compensation. Above all, Oliver 

believed in fairness. .  

 

I say to those gathered here today and to all across this labor movement, there are rank- 

and-filers, brothers and sisters, who now sit in their air-conditioned offices, behind their 6-

ft. desks, with three incoming phone lines AND a hold button. I say to them today, you owe 

two feet of that desk, two of those incoming phone lines, and that hold button to Oliver 

Montgomery.    

 

As I close, let me say that when the final history of labor is written in this nation, and in 

this state, and in the union he loved – the United Steelworkers of America – that history 

will not be complete unless it reflects the many contribution of Oliver Montgomery, Sr.  

 

# # # #  

 

Postscript: 

Oliver R. Montgomery, Sr. was a tenacious fighter for racial equality and equity, for civil 

and human rights, and above all, for the collective power of workers in unions. Oliver, who 

began his illustrious labor career in 1948 when he joined United Steelworkers Local 2163, 

served on the CBTU executive council for many years and established the CBTU 

Pittsburgh Chapter, also becoming its first president. Later, Oliver would use his 

experience as national director of the Steelworkers Organization of Active Retirees 

(SOAR) to help CBTU launch its own retiree committee, which now sponsors a retiree 

conference at CBTU‟s annual convention.  

 

Contributions and sympathy cards can be sent to:  
Family of Oliver Montgomery  

7886 Mark Drive  

Verona PA 15147  

 


